A randomized controlled trial comparing artemether and quinine in the treatment of cerebral malaria in Bangladesh.
A randomized controlled trial on 51 patients receiving artemether and 54 patients receiving quinine was undertaken to compare the effectiveness of intramuscular artemether and parenteral quinine in the treatment of cerebral malaria in adults in Bangladesh. Case fatality, fever and parasite clearance times were not significantly different in the two treatment groups. Coma resolution time was significantly delayed in artemether recipients. Results of the study suggest that treatment with artemether is as effective as parenteral quinine in the treatment of cerebral malaria in adults.